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The Cumberland Count2030 Growth Vision PlaRolicies and Actions finalized in September 2008
was a cooperative effort betweedll the jurisdictions in Cumberland County, public agenares the
community to devise a vision for the entire aredhe 2030 Growth VisionPlan is themost recent
large-scale comprehensive land use plan the area. In the planning process, dontinues toserve

as ausefultool in the efforts to preserve and enhance the environmesmd as a link between
transportation and land use plannind-he2030 Growth Vision|&n can be viewed in its entirety on
the Cumberland County Planning & Inspections Comprehensive Planning web page as follows:

http://co.cumberland.nc.us/departments/plannirgroup/planning/comprehensivplanning
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On July 6, 2012, PresidddarackObama signed into law P.L. 3121, the Moving Ahead for

Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAB. Funding surface transportation programs at over $105
billion for fiscal years (FY) 2013 and 2014, NARas the first longterm highway authorization

enacted since 2005. MAPL represengéd a milestone for the U.S. economiyprovided needed

funds andrransformed the policy and programmatic framework for investments to guide the
INRPGGK YR RSGSE2LIVSYyld 2F (GKS OAtdayludedprovisiond A G I f
to make the Federal surface transportation more streamlined, performdrased, and multimodal,

and to address challenges facing the U.S. transportation system, including improving safety,
maintaining infrastructure condition, reducinigaffic congestion, improving efficiency of the system

and freight movement, protecting the environment and reducing delays in project delivery.
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(FAST) Act #t authorizes Federal highway, highway safety, transit and rail programs for five years

from Federal fiscal years (FFY) 2016 through 2020. This authorization includes $305 billion from both
the Highway Trust Fund and the General Fund of the United StegasUiry. It also provides $225

billion in Highway Trust Fund contract authority over five years for the Federddighway

Program, increasing funding from $41 billion in 2015 to $47 billion in 2020.

The FAST Abuilds on the changes made by M&P. While it continuesthe same formula program
funding approachthe FAST Act authorizes a lump sum versus individual authorizations MAdRer
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The Environmerdl! Role of the MPO

Transportation planning is a continuouprocess. During the transportation planning process,
transportation issues and needs in metropolitan areas are identififie responsibility for
transportation planningn metropolitan areas with a population over 50,008s with designated
Metropolitan Planning Organizati@(MPG). The designated MPO fdine Fayetteville/Cumberland
Countyarea is the Fayetteville Area Metropolit&hanningOrganizationfFAMPO)The transportation
planning process is a collaborative effort betwdedMPOthe localmembe jurisdictions, the North
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Carolina Department of Transportation, transit operators and ottedevant representativesand
agencies

During the development of the Environmental Mitigation Plan, FAMPO examines land development
patterns, demographics, travel patterns and trends to identify existing and future transportation
problems. FAMPQhen identifies alternatives to meet current and projected future demands that will
provide a safe and efficient transportation system that meets thedseof the traveling public while
limiting adverse impacts to the environmemll jurisdictionswithin the MPOareawork together to
develop a Mtropolitan TransportationPlan (MTP).

TheMTPfor this region identifies and recommends a capital investnstraitegy to meet the existing
and future transportation needs of the publithrough 235, while coordinating efforts to
compkement the Cumberland County 2030 Growth Vision PIEme inclusion of a recommended
improvement in theMTPrepresents preliminary regional support for that improvement. TWéP
and the 2030 Vision Plan amecisionmaking toos to determine which projects should be
implementedand to ensurdhe integrationof transportation and land use planning decisions

Transportation improvements go through several steps from conception to implementation and take
many years to successfully complete. The considerations and recommendations made during the
planning procss are preliminary in nature. Detailed environmental analysis conducted through the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) does not apply to long range transportation plans. With
exceptions for regional ambient air quality, offsetting environmental intpaeiring the longange
planning process is not required.

While detailed environmental analysis is not required, it is important to consult with environmental
resource agencies during thdevelopment ofan MTP. This interagency consultation provides an
opportunity to compare transportation plans with environmental resource plang develop a
discussion on potential environmental mitigation activities, areas to provide the mitigation and
activities that may have the greatest potential to restore and nmaimthe environment.

Detailed environmental analysis of individual transportation projects occurs later in the project
development process as the improvement approaches the preliminary engineering stage. At this
stage, project features may be narrowed damefined, and the environmental impacts and
environmental mitigation strategies can be appropriately ascertain€gpically a variety of
environmental documentation, permit and mitigation needs ddentified, and environmental
findings are closely com@red and evaluateddowever, pecial environmental concerns may differ
widely by project and location. As environmental studies are conducted and undergo public and
interagency review, needed mitigation plans are specified and committed to within the
envionmental documents ona particular transportation project or activity. Environmental
management systems are then used to monitor and ensure compliance with the environmental
mitigation commitments.
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Some common environmental impact types considareenvironmental analysis include:

Neighborhoods and communities, homes and businesses
Cultural resources such as historical properties or archeological sites
Environmental Justice communities/neighborhsod
Parks and recreation areas
Wetlands and other water resources
Forested and natural areas
Productive gricultural areas
Endangered and threatened specl@®wn to occur in the FAMPO area:
RedCockaded Woodpecker
{Gd CNIyOAaQ {IG&N) . dziGSNF¢t &
American Chaffseed
aAOKLI dzEQa { dzyl O
Pondberry
Roughleaf Loosestrife
o American Alligator
U Clean Water Act Section 303(d) Impaired Waters
Significant Natural Heritage Areas
U Areas of high biodiversity value
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Potential environmental mitigation strategies maigiude:

U Avoiding impacts altogether

0 Minimizing a proposed activity/project size or its involvement

0 Rectifying impacts (restoring temporary impacts)

U Precautionary and/or abatement measures to reduce construction impacts

U Employing special features nranagement measures to reduce impacts

0 Compensating for environmental impacts by providing suitable replacement or
substitute environmental resources or equal or greater value, on esitdf

0 Practicing Best Management Practices (BMP)

U Following strategiedetailed in the Cumberland County 2030 Growth Vision Plan

Up front (in the ground) mitigation and/or mitigation related to a watershed plan is generally
preferable to onsite mitigation that has not yet been constructed. These types of mitigation include
mitigation banks and other types of privately funded up front mitigation, aBdosystem
Enhancement PrograntEERprojects which have already been constructed.

Thefollowing tableillustrates some potential mitigation areasong withpotential mitigation
strategies for these resources. Theigation strategies includedill serve to minimize, avoid, rectify,
reduce, and/or compensate for thenvironmental impacts associated with our projects. The
strategies mentioned are toslthat will enable us to minimize negative effects on the environment
from transportation plans.
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Resource

Potential Mitigation Stratgy

Neighborhoods and
communities, cultural
resources, homeand
businesses

w aAYAYAT S y2A4S AYLI OlG ¢ A
spread of hazamus materials with soil testing, well water
testsand treatmentw ! @2 A R 2 NJ \aliogethaf A

Wetlands andvater
resourcesncluding streams,
lakesandwatersheds

w wSFfAIY NRBIFRgl& O2NNRARZ2N

wwWwSLI I OS 2NJ NBaAaG2NB S0ty
o2002YftSaa OdzZ OSNIa w . NRAH
layingpaverB Yy i RANBOGft & 2y G2 GK

F220LINAY (& dzaAy3a aidSSLISNI 3
managemenfor construction and operation of facilities

and development associated with projeasts wS R dzO S
NRI RglFe& YSRAIFIYA w al 1S LISH
streams and riparian buffers rather than lateral
SYONRIOKYSyia w wSaid2NB wal
Protect,improve andrepair resources through NC EEP
Preservation, Enhancement and Restoration programs arj
projects

Forested and other natural
areasincluding viewsheds

w aAYAYATS NBY2@If | YRk 2NJ
areas except for what is needed to establish roadways an
associated right®f-g | @ w t NB & Sent#bsh | v
native vegetationwhenever possible within other open

I NSFa y2ad atlFriSR FT2NJ NRBI R

OdzitAy3d FtYyR Of SFNAY3I w wSlL
preferably at a 2 to 1 ratio for replacement

Endangered and threatened
species

w 1aS aSt S@INDS I ODdely(BA oI . Ny
AyaiuSIR 2F freAay3da LI gSYSyd
Replace or restore forested areas, preferably ata2to 1
NI GA2 F2NJ NBLX I &r&WViSkyNortideo | 3
Caroling Af Rt ATS | OGA2y tfl yé

habitatsw / 2y adzt & 6A0GK ! { CA&K

FAMPO Specific

wUse existing resource plans and maps such ag2@3@
Cumberland County Growth Vision Plan, Narth Carolina
Wildlife Action Plan, Sustainable Sandhills Suitability Map
NCONEMAP Environmental Mappiagailable and
appropriate watershed planghe North Carolina Wildlife
wSaz2dz2NOS / 2YYA&aaizy @adthe NS 3
One North @rolina Naturdly Planning Toolkialong with
suitable irhouse mappingnd analysis
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TheFAST Act now includéso additionalplanning factorgor the metropolitantransportation
planning procesg23 CFR 450.306(b)(9) & (10).

(9) Improve resiliency and reliability of the transportation system and reduce or mitigate storm water
impacts of surface transportation

¢tKS RSTAYAGAZ2Y T2NI B & dilnddaotsipate ) piepare HoFahd/a8dpt 0 &
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the possibilities of extremwveather events, the transportatiomfrastructuremust be resilientSome

things that MPOs could do tme moreresiliert include, but are not limited tamprove roadway
connectivity, improve stormwater drainaged developstrategiesthat will help reducehe severity

of impactsfor future extreme weather events and naturdisasters.

The Fayettevilldetropolitan Planning fea (MPA) includes geographical areas that have been prone
to severe weather conditions and natural disasters aagiBooding as seen during the last two
hurricanes, Matthew (2016) and Florence (2018is necessary to have resiliency and reliability of
the transportation system in this AreBAMPQworks closely with thdocal municipalitiesn a
continuousjoint effort and in coordination with NCDGQGihd other local agenciet minimize storm
water impacts of surface transportation as well as any othetors that maycauseimpacts.

FAMPO plans to incorporate resiliency in all transportation planning effefs1PCalways seeks to
minimize environmental impacts when working on roadway improvements by identifying possible
challenges early in the process atahtinues toexplore optionsto avoid such impacts.

(10)Enhance travel and tourism

FAMPQrontinuouslyfocuses on identifyingransportation concernghat affect travel in and around

the area FAMPO has representation from the Chamber of Commerce on the Transportation
Coordinating Committee and the FAMPO Executive Director currently servesamslzer of the

/| KI' YOSNR& D2JSNYYSyd !'FFIANBR /2YYAOUGSS® C!ath
and NCDOT to help implement and establish signage to educate travelers and tourists in the area.
The FAMPO area is home to Fort Bragg MilitareReasion, the Fayetteville Regional Airport,

Amtrak andthe Fayetteville Area System of Transit (FAST) Multimodal Transit Cehtehalso

serves Greyhound and Megabéajor highwaysn the area ard-95,US 401NC 24 an®NC 87.
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FAMPbelieves that the planning process involves a proactive appradehtransportation planning
process will continue to contribute to the protection and enhancement of the environment and quality
of life in our community. For yes, FAMPO staff has relied on natural resources geographical layers
to evaluate its transportation plans.
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Committee includes representation from local agescresponsible for land use management,
economic development and environmental protection. Other consultation partners will continue

to be active participants in the development of plans as outlined in this docuriiéet.names of
consultationagencies aailable for FAMPO during the development of transportation plans are
listedin the Appendixg Consultation Agenciesection
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Map 1¢ Endangered and Threatened Species and All Improveraent




Map 2¢ Historic Property Occurrences and All Improvements
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